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David Belin, co-owner 
of Tribune, dies at 70 


By The Tribune ' 

David W. Belin, an Iowan who 
passed up a career as a concert 
violinist to become a lawyer and 
who then went on to become the 
nation’s leading authority on the 
death of John F. Kennedy, died 
Sunday at St. Mary’s Hospital of 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minn. 

Mr. Belin was 70 years old. He 
had been in a coma with severe 
head- injuries since falling in his 
hotel room 12 days ago while in 
Rochester for his annual physical 
examination at the Mayo Clime. 
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Mr. Belin, along 
with publisher 
Gary Gerlach 
and Editor 
Michael Gartner, 
also was one of 
the partners of 
Partnership 
Press, Inc., 
owner of The 
Tribune and sev- 
eral other publi- 
cations in the 
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Washington, D.C., in 1928 and 
was raised in Sioux City. After 
graduating as valedictorian of his 
high school class, he turned down 
a fellowship at the Julliard School 
of Music and enlisted in the 
United States Army, where he 
served in Korea and Japan. He 
then enrolled in the University of 
Michigan, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree, a master’s 
degree in business administration 
and a law degree. 

He moved to Des Moines in 
1954 and began practicing law. At 
the time of his death, he was the 
senior partner of Belin Lamson 
McCormick Zumbach Flynn. 

In 1964, Chief Justice Earl 
Warren named Mr. Belin as coun- 
sel to the President’s Commission 
on the? Assassination of President 
Kennedy, known as the Warren 
Commission. As counsel, it fell to 
Mr. Belin to determine who killed 
the President Based on his in- 
depth review of physical evidence 
and eyewitness testimony, the 
commission concluded that Lee 
Harvey Oswald acted as a lone 
gunman, and Mr. Belin later wrote 
two books abouttheassassination. 

In 1975, President Gerald Ford 
named Mr. Belin the executive 
director of the Commission on 
CIA Activities Within the United 
States, known as the Rockefeller 
Commission. From 1984 to 1990, 
he served on the President’s 
Committee on the Arts and 
Humanities. 

Mr. Belin was active in many 
; aspects of the^Iaw, and . he whs 
considered an authority on estate 
law. He lkd ^written a popular 
book, “Leaviiig Mdne^ Wisely” 
and was at work on a second book 
on the subject at the time of his 
death. 

In addition to his lifelong inter- 
est in music and music organiza- 
tions, Mr Belin was particular^ 
i active in Jewish causes, in the; 

fields of edui&tion and the arts, 

; and in corporate affairs. He was 
considered the nation’s foremost 
[ lay leader p Jewish outreach tp 
interdatingmdintermarried cou- 
ples and feeirchildren.Hefoimd- 
ed the JewishOutreach Instituteim 
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David Belin, pictured here in 1996, served as a top investigator on the Warren . 
Commission. 


INSIDE: An editorial about 
Mr. Belin appears in 
today’s Tribune 
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of the outreach cbrnmissiOnof the 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 

In education, he founded the 
Connie Belin and Jacqueline N. 
Blank International Center for 
^Gifted Education and . .Talent 
1 Development at the University of 
Iowa. He was a member of the 
board of Phi Beta Kappa 
Associates, a member of the 
Advisory Board of the National 
Association for Gifted Children, 
and a Special adviser tp the 
University of Michigan on the 
management of its endowment 
fends. He was a national advocate 
for directing public resources to 
. education of the gifted. 

' In business, he was a trustee of 
fee. 20 Kemper mutual fends and 
was on the boards of several 
smaller companies. As a founder 
and owner of Partnership Press, he 
. was active in its growfe.and finan- 
cial affairs. Y 
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Newman in 1952, and they had 
five children. Mrs. Belin, a mem- 
ber of the Iowa Board of Regents, 
died in 1980. In 1992, Mr. Belin 
married Barbara Ross of New 
York, and since then he had divi<£ 
ed his time between Iowa and 
New York, where he was a fma% 
cial adviser to families and corpcP 
rations. * 

He is survived by his wife, fef 
sons Jonathan of Pembroke Pinesi 
Fla., James of Phoenix, Ariz., and 
Thomas of Santa Monica, Calif., 
and daughters Joy of Chevy 
Chase, Md., and Laura of London, 
England. He also is survived by a 
granddaughter, Janet Coleman- 
Belin; two stepchildren, Lee Ross 
of Sydney, Australia, and Jenifer 
Ross Schumacher of Tarrytown, 
N.Y.; and his brother, Daniel Belin 
of Los Angeles. 

Services for Mr. Belin will be 
Wednesday morning at Temple 
B’Nai Jeshurun at 5101 Grand 
Ave. in Des Moines. Dunn’s 
Funeral Home is handling fee 
arrangements. The feniily 
requests that any memorial contii-; 
butions be made to fee Belin- 
Blank Center at fee University of 
Iowa or fee Jewish Outreach 
Institute in New York, 
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David Belin 

WAS A KIND MAN 

And a good friend 

his newspaper has been owned princi- 
pally by three men - publisher Gary 
Gerlach, editor Michael Gartner, and 
Des Moines lawyer David Belin. 

Belin would be considered the 
:nt partner, except anyone who ever knew him 
iws that he was never silent about anything. 
i\id Belin had views on - and knowledge about - 
scything. He was a great violinist, a brilliant 
er,a selfless public servant, a savvy corporate 
ijtegist, a generous philanthropist and a persuasive 
lor. 

r 

was also a kind man. 

id it’s that kindness that his two partners -and 
Wife and his five children - will miss most of all. 
David Belin died Sunday after lying helpless in a 
for 12 days following a fall in a hotel room in 
hester, Minn Ironically, he was in Rochester for 
annual physical examination at the Mayo Clinic, 
ie led a remarkable life, part of which is outlined 
is obituary in today’s Tribune. 

What the obituary doesn’t say is this: He was a 
:r. He never sat still. In his office, in a meeting, 
airplane, he was always popping up to get this, 
show you that, to try out this idea, to probe that 
And he was always writing - memos, articles, 
iks, screenplays, notes. Until he fell in that hotel 
m, his brain never stopped working overtime. 
What the obituary also doesn’t say is this: He 
id about his friends. The phone rails were con- 
|t - from here, from there, from everywhere - 
the first questions were always about your 
1th, your wife, your children. Often, that was the 
reason for the call, but always that was the first 
e to dispense with. 

And what the obituary doesn’t say is this: He had 
raderful sense of humor. He loved pirns and 
ty jokes, and he was great with the needle. But 
could take as well as he gave - always with an 
osive laugh - and he’d tell a joke on himself just 
readily as tell one on you. He loved to laugh, and 
laughed the way he did everything else - with 
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He was passionate in his beliefs. He was a moder- 9 11 
ate Republican who had no use for the far right rtf 
Bis party or the far left of the Democratic Party. 

Later in life, he became so sure .that a woman must 
have a right to choose whether to have an abortion 
that he became almost a one-issue voter. He thought 
education was the answer to virtually every problem, 
and to. prove it he established a center at the 
University of Iowa to develop ways to educate gifted 
children. And he was sure — more sure than he was 
of anything else — that Lee Harvey Oswald acted ' 
alone when he killed John F. Kennedy oh that awful 
day in Dallas in 1963. : '• /. 

Belin came to know more about that assassination 
than did anyone else in the world. As counsel to the 
Warren Commission, he was charged with determin- 
ing who killed the president. Later, as executive 
director of the Rockefeller Commission looking into 
ClA activities in the United States, he gathered still 
more knowledge about the assassination. He wrote 
two books about it, he would argue the minutest 
detail with anyone who challenged him, and he 
would excoriate Oliver Stone and others who 
preached of conspiracies. That issue could make his 
blood boil. - ■ 1 

Indeed, as Belin lay in a coma last week, one of 
his friends wanted to probe how truly sick the 
.lawyer was.^The-friendheld Belin’s hand,looked 
■■ ‘gently into'^&e jsne hy there hook-up to ; 

machines and monitors, and said, “Left talk politics,. 

-and this tone I’d welcome if if you’d interrupt me.” 

• When there was ho response, toe friend said, “David, 

I think there was a conspiracy to kill John F. 

Kennedy.” When there, was no response even to that, 
toe friend was despondent. 

Da&d Belin tefr his mark on this nation, this state 
and this newspaper. ty 
* His death, at age ?0> is a tragedy for all. 
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